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fashion, many foreign acquaintances coming over for the
Exhibition, to whom we desired to show attention. My
own health fell into a very feeble condition, however, owing
to the severity of the spring months, which engendered
serious mischief in the region of the chest. I was, there-
fore, glad to seek the repose of my country residence at the
end of June, in the hope of recovering from the effects of an.
obstinate cough.

Impossible to describe the disappointment of this worst of
all summers in respect to weather! No sun, no warmth,
no salubrious influences, no fruit; but rain, dark skies, and
chilling blasts were our portion. Grote came to Barrow
Green in July, a good deal below par in point of health,
as it was usual with him to be about this season, and he
suffered more than once from a feverish cold. In September
a few guests came to Barrow Green; among the number were
Professor Jowett, Mr. Robert Lowe, and Dr. William Smith.
Excellent "scholar talk" went on (especially about Plato,
with Mr. Jowett); and the Historian appeared to enjoy the
double pleasure of walking and discussing various subjects
of interest with these learned friends. After this we went
again to Bo wood, for several days; the weather rather less
miserable whilst there, so that we had some delightful walks
in that princely demesne. Lord Lansdowne in good health
and spirits, though somewhat more infirm in his walk, me-
thought, than heretofore. Whilst we were at Bowood I
talked one day with the Marquis at some length upon the
political condition of the Continent. He entertained very
gloomy anticipations on the subject, and I recollect his say-
ing, with a mournful expression of voice and manner, these
words : " I cannot myself look forward to living to see these
events unfold themselves, but I confess to you, Mrs. G., that
it adds to the regret I shall feel at quitting the scene to know
that Europe will shortly be in flames." Yet this wise and
humane statesman could hardly have predicted the twofold
conflagration (of 1866 and 1870) which raged within a very
few years of his death.es went on as heretofore, in a moderate
